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In light of the launch of the next phase of the efforts of the
Real Property Rights Committee, we are releasing this
special property rights issue of the WSGA newsletter. If you
can fit one of these meetings into your schedule, we would
encourage all our members to attend.

At least once in every conservative government's mandate for
the past two decades there has been lip service on the issue
of property rights. Alberta's Select Special Committee on Real
Property Rights is the most action we have seen on this front.
Perhaps property rights issues will finally be addressed.

Real Property Rights Committee Invites Albertans to In-person Public Meetings

The Legislative Assembly of Alberta’s Select Special Committee on Real Property Rights invites Albertans to in-
person public meetings across the province for a discussion on issues related to its mandate.

“The committee wants to hear from Albertans who own or have an interest in real property in the province,” said
Mr. R.J. Sigurdson, MLA for Highwood and committee chair. “To complete a fulsome review, it is very important
that the committee hears from people who are directly impacted by issues relating to real property and ownership
in Alberta.”

Register in advance to make a presentation at one of the upcoming in-person public meetings by
emailing RPRCommittee.Admin@assembly.ab.ca or by calling 587.404.3735. Names of presenters will be
made public, and the meeting will be transcribed by Hansard.

Meeting dates and locations:

Edson - March 25, 2022, at 11 a.m. Royal Canadian Legion Branch 51 5016 5 Avenue

St. Paul - April 1, 2022, at 11 a.m. Landing Hotel & Conference Centre 4902 39 Street
Medicine Hat - April 12, 2022, at 9 a.m. Medicine Hat Lodge 1051 Ross Glen Drive S.E.

Fort Macleod - April 12, 2022, at 7 p.m. Fort MacLeod & District Community Hall 301 25 Street
Hanna - April 13, 2022, at 1:30 p.m. Hanna Community Centre 503 5 Avenue West

Eckville - April 14, 2022, at 10:30 a.m. Royal Canadian Legion Branch 156 5027 51 Avenue

Live audio of the public meeting will be broadcast on Alberta Assembly TV (TELUS channel 843, Shaw channel
930 and Shaw BlueCurve channel 263), through Assembly Online and on the Legislative

Assembly’s YouTube, Facebook and Twitter channels.

For more information, please visitassembly.ab.ca/assembly-business/committees/RP.

The mandate of the Select Special Committee on Real Property Rights in Alberta is limited to consideration of:
1. Whether the legal remedies available to a real property owner who is deprived of the use of their real
property are adequate;
2. Whether the real property rights should be expanded, or in the case of an individual, constitutionally
protected;



3. Whether the lase of adverse possession should be abolished;
4. Whether the expropriation processes provided under the Expropriation Act are adequate;
5. Any other matter that the committee decides is necessary to ensure the completeness of its review.

The Legislative Assembly referred Bill 206, Property Rights Statutes Amendment Act 2020, to the committee for
review on April 12, 2021.

The committee may review, as part of its mandate, any part of the following statutes:

Alberta Bill of Rights, Alberta Land Stewardship Act, Expropriation Act, Land Titles Act, Law of Property Act,
Limitations Act, Responsible Energy Development Act; and a review of any other Act that the committee
determines in necessary to ensure the completeness of its review.

A few notes on property rights

Below are a few comments on property rights that may help you if you plan to attend
the in-person meetings with the Real Property Rights Committee in the coming days.

General

® When there is an outright taking of private land or property, landowners have a right to
compensation in accordance with the Expropriation Act. In cases where government does
not take property but imposes regulations that affect the value, use or enjoyment, there is
rarely a right to compensation even when restrictions are very severe or result in drastic
loss of value. Ensuring compensation and access to courts through statute law when the
Crown infringes on property rights in the name of the public good is a clear improvement on
the level of security for Albertans.

® If the taking (regulatory or outright) is deemed to be for the public good, it should be at the
public expense.

Bill 206 - Amendments to ALSA

® Bill 206 proposes amendments to the Alberta Land Stewardship Act to add the right to
compensation for holder of statutory consents when a regional plan impacts the property
rights of said statutory consent holder. This recognition of the property rights associated
with statutory consents is long overdue.

® Bill 206 also proposes to repeal clauses in Section 9 (2) that allows Cabinet to pass any law
they deem appropriate in service to the regional plans. This protection for Albertans from
the folly of government is a positive move in upholding property rights of Albertans.

Abolishing the law of adverse possession
® |and titles should be secure. Period. A landowner should be able to retain the ability to
recover possession of land from an occupier, regardless of how much time has passed.
Alternative dispute mechanisms may need to be instituted to avoid court cases where he
who has the most money wins.

Property Rights and Markets for Ecosystem Goods and Services

® The Carbon Capture and Storage Statutes Act declared all underground pore space was
owned by the provincial Crown. Not owning the pore spaces in the root zone has
implications for legal risks in agreements and contracts and could also limit participation on
emerging carbon markets. The Act should be amended to return the ownership of the pore
spaces back to the surface landowner.

® Section 8 of the Climate Change and Emissions Management Act stated that carbon was a
surface owners’ property right which lends protection from federal incursion. It was never
proclaimed. This section should be re-introduced and proclaimed to add stability and
security to markets.

® The government has indicated several times that it is interested in developing market



mechanisms to encourage stewardship and production of ecosystem goods and services
(EGS). There has been increased and keen interest in developing these markets throughout
the private sector. Property rights for EGS needs to be established in statute to support
these new markets. Doing so will bring new economic efficiencies to the task of
environmental protection.

Property Rights and Wildlife Management
® \ildlife in Alberta is the property of the Crown and the management of wildlife in Alberta is
the responsibility of the Crown. Wildlife populations at their current level severely impact
the property rights of landowners - not only do they eat the stockpiled, native and other

stored feed meant for animals destined for the food chain, they also damage property,
prevent producers from increasing their herd size without negatively affecting the health of
their rangelands, and represent a biosecurity risk to livestock. This is a barrier to economic
growth in Alberta.

We continue to see increased incidents of wildlife conflict and damage in Alberta and the
current programming for compensation and mitigation are not sufficient. We need the
government to work with livestock producers to develop policy and commit to legislative
changes that will successfully address wildlife issues on farms and ranches.
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